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Basic Rhythm Patterns for Snare Drum
In any single beat, there will be one of the following rhythms:

1 + 2 + ae 3 + a 4 e + 1 e a 2 a 3 e

4 pl- et

The beat numbers will depend on where the rhythm occurs within a measure, 
but the remaining counts will always be the same.
The syllable counts are any form of the 16th note subdivisions, and must be 
played in tempo with each other.  Parenthises indicate note not played.

1 (e) + a 2 e + (a) 3 e (+) a 4 (e) (+) a 1 e (+) (a)

1.  Draw a line from each lower rhythm to its matching simplified upper rhythm.
2.  Play each single beat rhythm for eight beats, counting aloud as you play.
3.  Find a  measure in the music literature you are currently playing that has a difficult rhythm.
4.  Write the counts under each beat of that difficult measure.  Make sure it correlates with the
rhythms and counts on this page.
5.  Count the difficult rhythm aloud at tempo several times.
6.  Count the difficult rhythm aloud at tempo while playing it on the drum several times.
7.  Play the rhythm on the drum, remembering the count, but not vocalizing the count aloud.
8.  Play the measure prior to the difficult rhythm, then play the measure following it all together.


